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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 1603 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CIEC, EGEN 

SUBJECT: RUMORS OF POSSIBLE NORTH-SOUTH SUMMIT 

1 . DURING PAST FEW DAYS, AMBASSADOR WELLS HAS BEEN APPROACHED 
BY SEVERAL NY REPS. (INDIA, IRAN AND YUGOSLAVIA) CONCERNING 
SUPPOSED SOUNDINGS FRENCH ARE MAKING AMONG G-19 REGARDING A 
NORTH-SOUTH SUMMIT MEETING LATER ON THIS YEAR. SUCH A PRO- 
POSAL WOULD SUPPOSEDLY BE PUT FORWARD BY THE FRENCH SHOULD IT 
BECOME APPARENT AT THE CIEC MINISTERIAL MEETING THAT THE G-19 
ARE VERY DISAPPOINTED AT THE RESULTS OF CIEC. THE COMPOSITION 
OF SUCH A SUMMIT IS TO BE G-8 PLUS G-19. THE QUESTION ASKED 

IS WHETHER THE US WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A SUMMIT. REPLY GIVEN 
WAS THAT WE HAD NEVER HEARD OF SUCH A PROPOSAL AND HENCE HAD 
NO COMMENTS TO OFFER. 

2. FOREGOING APPEARS TO BE AN IDEA BEING FLOATED BY A NUMBER 
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OF KEY G-19 DELEGATIONS HERE RATHER THAN A FRENCH INITIATIVE. 

IT HAS BEEN POINTED OUT THAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT AT CIEC OF SUCH 
A SUMMIT TO TAKE PLACE AT SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE WOULD GO A 
LONG WAY TOWARDS MAKING UP FOR ANY SHORTFALLS IN CONCRETE 
RESULTS AT CIEC. WHEN IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT A PROLONGATION 
OF THE CIEC NEGOTIATING SCENARIO AT A SUMMIT LEVEL MIGHT NOT 
BE SUCH AN ATTRACTIVE PROPOSAL, HASHMI (INDIA'S DEPUTY 
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PERM. REP.) EXPLAINED THAT A NORTH-SOUTH SUMMIT WOULD HAVE A 
DIFFERENT PURPOSE. AT THE PRESENT TIME, RICH COUNTRIES HAVE 
THEIR SUMMITS AND THE POOR COUNTRIES AS WELL HAVE THEIR 
PERIODIC SUMMITS (OR "BEGGARS OPERAS" AS HASHMI CALLED 
THEM). BUT THERE HAS NEVER BEEN AN OCCASION AT A SUMMIT 
LEVEL FOR THE RICH AND POOR COUNTRIES TO MEET - NOT TO 
NEGOTIATE BUT TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER'S POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 
HASHMI POINTED OUT THAT BILATERAL VISITS AND ACTIVITIES IN 
MULTILATERAL FORA DID NOT HAVE THE SAME IMPACT OR AURA OF 
SUMMITRY. HE ADMITTED THAT MANY OF THE BENEFITS OF SUMMITRY 
WOULD BE OPTICAL ONES BUT IMPORTANT NEVERTHELESS AS A 
MANIFESTATION OF THE LONG-TERM COMMITMENT OF POLITICAL WILL 
TO HELP THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

3. THE MOST RECENT VERSION (MAY 20) OF THE RICH-POOR SUMMIT 
WOULD HAVE IT TAKING PLACE A YEAR FROM NOW. COMPOSITION OF 
THIS MULTITUDINOUS SUMMIT IS A PROBLEM. OUR CONTACTS HAVE 
NOTED THAT THE G-19 IS READY TO GIVE UP WHAT ONE OF THEM CALLED 
THE "WHITE MAN'S BURDEN" VIS-A-VIS THE G-77. HOWEVER. 

DISBANDING THE G-19 AS A REPRESENTATIVE GROUP COULD CREATE 
MORE PROBLEMS THAN IT WOULD SOLVE. IN TERMS OF A SUMMIT, 

THE BLOC COUNTRIES WOULD SURELY TRY TO PARTICIPATE AS WELL 
IF WE MOVED AWAY FROM THE G-8 PLUS G-19 FORMULA. 

4. THE APPROACHES DESCRIBED ABOVE CONCERNING A NORTH-SOUTH 
SUMMIT HAVE TAKEN PLACE OVER THE PAST WEEK AND OCCURRED 
DURING ABOUT SIX OR SEVEN SINGLE AND GROUP CONVERSATIONS. 
INDIA'S DEPUTY PERM. REP. HAS BEEN THE MOST ACTIVE IN RAISING 
THE SUBJECT HERE. 
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COMMENT: IN ABSENCE OF DEPARTMENTAL GUIDANCE WE HAVE NOT 
QUERIED FRENCH HERE. WE WOULD NATURALLY BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY 
RELEVANT INFO EMBASSY PARIS OR OTHERS MAY HAVE. 

LEONARD 
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